IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend independent Claims 1 and 2 as follows: 




1. (Amended) A system/for distributing music to a plurality of customer 
^JjouSeholds, the system comprising: 

(a) a data transmission /system for blanket transmitting a plurality of music 
selections to the plurality of customeij households in digital format; 

(b) a user station at each of the plurality of customer households, the user 
station including[;] : I 

i. a user interface for permitting each customer household to 
preselect desired transmitted music /selections for recording; 

ii. a receiver land associated high capacity storage medium for 
recording the preselected music selections in digital form; 

iii. an audio output for outputting audio signals from the high 
capacity storage medium to a play >ack device [so that] for enabling the customer 
household to playback the recorded music selections; 

(c) a central controller system having a database for storing therein 
information corresponding to each customer household; 

(d) a communicat jlns link between each of the plurality of customer 
households and the central controller system for verifying to the controller system when a 
preselected music selection has been made available for playback; and 

(e) a billing system associated with the central controller system to bill 
customer households for music selections that are made available for playback. 



2. A method for distributing music to a plurality of customer households, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) blanket transmitting a plurality of music selections to the plurality of 
customer households in digi tall format; 

(b) providing each of the plurality of customer households with 
information identifying available music selections that will be transmitted; 
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(c) permitting each of the plurality^ customer households to preselect 
and record desired music selections on a>igh capacity storage medium; 

(d) enabling eachpu^tomer household to playback the recorded music 

selections; 

(e^cprfununicating music playback information from each of the plurality 
of customer households to a central controller system; and 

(f) billing each of the plurality of customer households for the recorded 
music selections that are made available for playback. 



Please add new claims 3-89 as follows: 



-3. The system according to Claim 1 5 wherein the blank^ transmitting of 
the plurality of music selections to the plurality of customer households is accomplished 
via direct broadcast satellite (DBS) at data transmission rates faster that real time. 




4. The system according to Claim 1, wherein music content providers 
transmit music content to the central controller systerrj/for the blanket transmission to the 
. plurality of customer households. 

5. The system according to CJ&m 4, wherein the music content 
transmitted to the central controller s£ke*n is encoded. 

6. The system according to Claim 5, wherein the encoded music content 
includes a unique header code fpr identifying each music title in the transmitted music 
content. 



7. The system according to Claim 6, wherein the unique header code 
further includes a trammission time associated with each of the music titles transmitted to 
the central controller system. 
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8. The system according to Claim 5 5 wKerein the central controller system 
schedules the encoded music content for transmission to an uplink facility for blanket 
transmission to the plurality of customer households. 

9. The system according to Claim 8, wherein the central controller system 
further transmits periodic pricing information for the encoded music content to the uplink 
facility for blanket transmission to the pluj^fity of customer households. 



10. The/system according to Claim 9, the user station at each of the 
plurality of customer households further comprising a download mechanism for receiving 
and decoding t#e plurality of music selections for storage in the high capacity storage 
medium. 




11. The system according to^Claim 1 , wherein the user station transmits 
the music selections preselected by each Customer household to the central controller 
system. / 



12. The system according to Claim 1 1, wherein the music selections 
preselected by each customer hc^jsei^old ^e transmitted to the central controller system 
via the Internet. 

13. The systertfaccording'to Claim 9, the user station at each of the 
plurality of customer hmi^hoi4s_fijrmer comprising a billing mechanism for receiving 
and storing the periodic pricing information transmitted by the central controller system. 



14. The system accordirffe toClaim 1, wherein the user station enables 
each of the plurality of households tora&vftsw the preselected music selections a 
predetermined number of times be^wrjitiating payment for the preselected music 
selections thus played by transiting necessary payment information to the central 
controller system. 
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15. The system according to Claiffi 1, wherein the user station enables 
each of the plurality of households^e^ay firfr the preselected music selections before 
initiating payment for the preselQcted^misic selections thus played by transmitting 
necessary payment information ro4e central controller system. 



16. The system according to Claim 1, wherein the user station enables 
each of the plurality^ households to preview the preselected music selections via the 
audio output. 




17. The system according to Claim 14, wherein quality of the preselected 
music selections previewed is degradjbd/abbreviated in format by one selected from the 
group consisting of: 

highly compressing tfie preselected music selections; 
adding distortions to/the preselected music selections, 
overlaying voice o\pr the preselected music selections; and 
missing sections from the preselected music selections. 



18. The system according to Clainyl^ wherein the user station further 
comprises an associated recording device for recording the preselected music selections 
on a writable recording medium when a customer purchases preselected music selections 
via the user interface of the user 



19. The syster 
medium is a compact disk. 



according to C&iim 1 8, wherein the writable recording 



20. The swem according to Claim 1, wherein the user station further 
comprises an associated remote control device for navigating the user interface of the 
user station for prelecting desired music selections and purchasing the preselected 
desired music selections. 



-5- 



F:\W0RK\1 567\F530 10\WT 1 7-PRELIM.AM I .DOC 



2 1 . The system according to Claim 1 , wheran the user station further 
comprises an associated remote keyboard for navigating' the user interface of the user 
station for preselecting desired music selections and j?Mrchasing the preselected desired 
music selections. 



22. The system according to Claim 8, wherein the encoded music content 
is transmitted to the uplink facility for blanket transmission to the plurality of customer 
households according to predetermine^ tiers of transmission frequency. 

23. The sVsteVi affording to Claim 22, wherein the predetermined tiers of 
transmission frequency includes blanket transmitting preselected music selection from 
most popular music corte^n eveiVhour. 

24. Tne system according to Claim 22, wherein the predetermined tiers of 
transmission frequency includes blanket transmitting preselected music selections as a 
batch strean/o*ice a day. 



25. The system according to Claim 1, Wnerein the central controller 
system further automatically enables blanket transmission to each of the plurality of user 
stations of music content without requiring musfc selections from the user stations 
according to assigned customer profiles. 




26. The system accqMin^to Claim 25, wherein the central controller 
assigns customer profiles accordiifMo each of the plurality of households music 
preference information commmiicaW by the user station to the central controller system. 



27. The^system according to Claim 26, wherein the user interface of the 
user station furthej^ermits each of the plurality of customer households to designate the 
music preferei>ce^information. 
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28. The system ac wording to Claim 27, wherein the central controller 
system further comprises: 

a customer prefer mce information storage memory for receiving and 
storing each of the plurality of customer households designated music preference 
information;- 

a general popuMin preference database for storing preference 
information for all of the pluralWol customer households; 

a customer cataloWenerator for analyzing the customer preference 
information storage memory aria lie general population preference database to create an 
individual customer catalog forjeach of the plurality of customer households that 
determines which music is automatically blanket transmitted. 



29. The system according to Claim 4, wherein the music content providers 
transmit promotional music content to he central controller system for the blanket 
transmission to the plurality of customer households. 

30. The system according to Claim 1, further comprising a production 
facility for recording on one or more /writable recording media the preselected music 
selections for each customer household requesting conventional delivery and shipping the 
one or more writable recoding media to each of the customer households. 



3 1 . The system a< 
medium includes a dedicated storl 
selections when a customer purch; 
of the user station. 



-cqfrding fo Claim 1, wherein the high capacity storage 
*e portion for recording the preselected music 

deselected music selections via the user interface 



32. The system according to Claim 31, wherein the purchased preselected 
music selections are stored on the dedicated storage portion of the high capacity storage 
device in compressed and encrypted format. 
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33. The system according to Claim 32, whetein the purchased preselected 
music selections stored on the dedicated storage portior^of the high capacity storage are 
decrypted, decompressed and watermarked within t}*e user station before being outputted 
to the audio output of the user station for playbae 

34. The system according^o Claim 32, wherein the purchased preselected 
music selections stored on tKe abdicated storage portion of the high capacity storage 
device in compressed, enc/ypted ^rmat are subsequently watermarked and written to a 
writable recording media for j^laybacj^^y a media player. 



35. The/system according to Claim 33, wherein the media player is 
enabled to play the/compressed, encrypted and watermarked format and track/limit a 
number of times that the each of the plurality of music selections written on the writable 
recording rpedia is played. 




36. The syster 
external memory device 
selectior 



ng to Claim 1 , the system further comprising an 
e user station for recording the preselected music 



Ihft^^' ^ e s ^ stem accor ^8 t0 Claim 36, wherein the external memory 
device is^fie selected from the grouu consisting of: a Dataplay device; a hard disk drive; 
and flash memory. / 



38. The system accord 
device utilizes one or more key cod, 
on the external memory device^ 

39. The system accori 
comprises a peer-to-peer music sh 
station. 





aim 36, wherein the external memory 
lire the preselected music selections recorded 



to Claim 1 , wherein the system further 
tern connected via the Internet to the user 
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40. The system 
of the plurality of customer 
to-peer music sharing system a 
to the central controller from the 
blanket transmission of the music 



actdrding to Claim 39, wherein the user interface of each 
households comprises a means for requesting from the peer- 
music selection, the music selection being communicated 
p[eer-to-peer music sharing system for subsequent 
selection to the user station. 



41. The system according to Claim 40, wherein the peer-to-peer music 
sharing system provides music preference information regarding each of the plurality of 
households to the central controller for generating a customer profile. 



42. The system according to Claim 1, the system further comprising: a 
means for detecting errors in the blanket transmission and a means for blanket re- 
transmitting all or part of the blanket transmission if errors are detected. 

43. The system according to Claim 1 8, wherein the user station receives at 



least one ID tag for the 
station and encodes the 
selection when the preselected 
medium after the purch 
identifying the purchase 




reselqcted music selections blanket transmitted to the user 
one ID tag into the transmitted preselected music 
music selections are recorded on the writable recording 
ted music selections, thereby uniquely 




44. The system 
woven in the frequency or 



according to Claim 43, wherein the at least one ID tag is 
timle spectrum of the preselected music selections. 



45. The systen 
inaudible in the preselected mtisic 



46. The system 
survives compression of the 



according to Claim 43, wherein the at least one ID tag is 
selections. 



according to Claim 43, wherein the at least one ID tag 
preselected music selections. 
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47. The method according to Claim 2, wherein the wherein the blanket 
transmitting of the plurality of music selections to the plurality of customer households is 
accomplished via direct broadcast satellite (DBS) at data transmission rates faster that 
real time. 

48. The method according to Claim 2, the memod further comprising a 
step of transmitting music content from music content providers to the central controller 
system for the blanket transmission to the plurality of customer households. 

49. The method according to Claiir/48, wherein the music content 
transmitted to the central controller system is errcoded. 

50. The method according to Claim 49, wherein the encoded music 
content includes a unique header code iyt identifying each music title in the transmitted 
music content. 

51. The method according to Claim 50, wherein the unique header code 
further includes a tranprn^ioiylime associated with each of the music titles transmitted to 
the central controller sister 

52. The Inethod according to Claim 49, the method further comprising a 
step of scheduling the encoded music content for transmission to an uplink facility for 
blanket transmission to the plurality of customer households. 

/53. The method according to Claim 52, the method further comprising a 
step of transmitting periodic pricing information for the encoded music content to the 
uplink facility for blanket transmission to the plurality of customer households. 

54. The method according to Claim 53, the method further comprising the 
steps of: 
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receiving and c^codjng at the plurality of households the music selections 
blanket transmitted; and 

storing the mifsiC'selections blanket transmitted at a high capacity storage 
medium at each of the/piurality of households. 




55. The method 
of transmitting the music 
households to the central controller 



according to Claim 2, the method further comprising a 
selections preselected by each of the plurality of customer 
system. 



56. The method according to Claim 55, wherein the music selections 
preselected by each of the plurality of customer households are transmitted to the central 
controller system via the Internet. 

57. The mett ocyaccorcUitg to Claim 53, the method further comprising a 



step of receiving and storin] 



le penodic pricing information transmitted by the central 



controller system at the plurality of customer households. 



58. The method according to Clainjx2fthe method further comprising the 

steps of: 

enabling the pluAlil^fhouseholds to preview the preselected music 
selections a predetermined nuim>drpTtimes; and 

initiating the brcfcng for the preselected music selections thus played by 
transmitting rjjgcJ^ssary payment information to the central controller system. 

59. The method according to CJaim 2, the method further comprising the 

step of: 

enabling each of the gflurajtfty of households to pay for the preselected 
music selections; and 

initiating payment forme-pfeselected music selections thus played by 
transmitting necessary payment information to the central controller system. 
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0. The method according to Claim 58,jyherein quality of the preselected 
imisic selections previewed is degraded/abbreviatedin format by one selected from the 
group consisting of: 

highly compressineJh€^preselected music selections; 
adding distortieffis to the preselected music selections, 
overlavjfig voice over the preselected music selections; and 
missing sections from the preselected music selections. 




61. The method accordii/g to Claim 2, the method further comprising the 

steps of: 

providing a recording jtlevice associated with each of the plurality of 
households; and 

recording the preselected music selections on a writable recording medium 
when a customer purchases preselected music selections via a user interface associated 
with each of the plurality of customer households. 

62. The metl)Q4 according to Claim 61, wherein the writable recording 
medium is a compact disk.f 

63. The method according to Claim 2, the method further comprising a 
step of providing a remote control device for preselecting desired music selections and 
purchasing the preselected desiy&djpjisic selections. 



64. The method according to Claim 2, the method further comprising a 
step of providing a remote keyboard for navigating and preselecting desired music 
selections and purchasing the preselected desired music selections. 



65. The method according to Claim 52, the method further comprising the 



steps of: 
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providing predetermined tiers of transmission frequency for transmitting 
to the uplink facility the encoded music content; 

blanket transmitting from the uplink facility to the plurality of customer 
households the encoded music content acco/ding to predetermined tiers of transmission 
frequency. 

66. The rnetfiOfl according to Claim 65, wherein the predetermined tiers of 
transmission frequency" includes blanket transmitting preselected music selection from 
most popular music cAntent/every Hour. 

67. TJ*e method according to Claim 65, wherein the predetermined tiers of 
transmission frequency includes blanket transmitting preselected music selections as a 
batch stream /mce a day. 



steps of: 
profile; and 



68. The method according to Claim 2, the method further comprising the 
assigning to each of tme plurality of customer households a customer 



blanket transmitting/to each of the plurality of customer households music 
content according to the assigned customer profile. 

69. The methodj^tcording to Claim 68, the method further comrpsiinga 

step of: 

assigning the c\Xs^6mer profile for each of the plurality of customer 
households according to each/oMhe plurality of households music preference information 
communicated to the central/controller system. 



70. The method according to Claim 69, the method further comprising 
permitting each of the plurality of customer households to designate the music preference 
information. 
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7 1 . The method according to Claim 70, ti^method further comprising: 
receiving and storing each of the pljH^lity of customer households 
designated music preferenco^formation a^tfte central controller system; 

storing prefergR^e^ for all of the plurality of customer 



households;. and 

anal 



inaiyz 



reference information for each of the households and the 



general population to create an individual customer catalog for each of the plurality of 
custon^erTiouseholds that determines which music is automatically blanket transmitted. 

72. The method accord/ng to Claim 48, the method further comprising a 
step of transmitting promotional musijb content to the central controller system for the 
blanket transmission to the plurality of customer households. 

73. The method according to Claim 2, further comprising the steps of: 
recording on one or more writable recording media the preselected music 

selections for each customer household that request conventional delivery; and 

shipping the one or/more writable recoding media to each of the customer 

households. 

74. The methoJJ apcord/ng to Claim 2, the method further comprising the 

steps of: 

providing a dedijBatefl storage portion on the high capacity storage 

. medium; and 

recording the preselected music selections on the dedicated storage portion 
when a customer purchases preselected music selections. 



75. The method according to Claim 74, the method further comprising a 
step of storing the purchased/ preselected music selections on the dedicated storage 
portion of the high capacity storage device in compressed and encrypted format. 
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76. The method according to Claim 75, the njgfhod further comprising the 

steps of: 

decrypting and decompressing the purchased music selections stored on 
the dedicated storage portion of the high capacity/storage; 

watermarking the purchased mmic selections; and 
outputting to the purchasedrousic selections for playback. 



77. The method acp^rding^fo Claim 75 5 the method further comprising the 

steps of: 

watermarkjffglKe purchased music selections stored in compressed and 
encrypted format; anc 

fidng the watermarked purchased music selections to a writable 
recording m^dfa for playback by a media player. 

78. The method acco/ding to Claim 33, further comprising the steps of: 
providing the media player that is enabled to play the compressed, 

encrypted and watermarked format! and 

tracking/limiting a number of times that the each of the plurality of music 
selections written on the writable recording media is played by the media player. 

79. The method according to Claim 2,^b^method further comprising a 

step of: 

providing an external memcj 
households for recording the preselect 



deVice at each of the plurality of customer 
€ selections in digital form. 



\0. The method according to Claim 78, wherein the external memory 



devjeeTs one selected from the group consisting of: a Dataplay device; a hard disk drive; 
id flash memory. f 
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wherein the external memory 
Sure the preselected music selections recorded 



81. The method 
device utilizes one or more k< 
on the external 



82. The method according to Claim 2, tfte method further comprising a 
step of providing a peer-to-peer music sharing sys^m connected via the Internet each of 
the plurality of customer households. 



steps of: 



83. The method according^o Claim 82, the method further comprises the 



each the p 



jrality/f customer households enabled for requesting from the 
peer-to-peer music sharing system a mu^kfselection; 

communi^ing the lHusic selection to the central controller from the peer- 
to-peer music sharing^systhrrT^id 

blanket transmitting the music selection to each of the plurality of 
customer households. 



?4. The method according to Claim 40, the method further comprising the 

steps oi 

providing music preference infonrfation regarding each of the plurality of 
households to the central controller from th^peer-to-peer music sharing system; and 

generating a customer profile at the central controller system for each of 
the plurality of households based oa4ne provided music preference. 



85. The method according to Claim 2, the method further comprising a 



step of: 



detecting errors in the blai 
blanket re-transmitting all 



detected. 




mission; and 
of the blanket transmission if errors are 
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86. The method according to Claim 61, the methpa further comprsing the 

steps of: 

receiving at each of the plurality of customer households at least one ID 
tag for the preselected music selections blanket transrjsntted to each of the plurality of 
customer households; 

encoding the at least one ID tagyifito the transmitted preselected music 

selection; and 

recording thp-p^eselected^husic selections on the writable recording 
medium when the customer purchases the preselected music selections, thereby uniquely 
identifying the purchase. 



87. The 

woven in the frequenc 



The method according to Claim 86, wherein the at least one ID tag is 
inaudible iiyfhe preselected music selections. 




m^tnod accoraing to Claim 86, wherein the at least one ID tag is 
or time^pectrum of the preselected music selections. 



89. The method according to Claim 86, wherein the at least one ID tag 
/ives compression of the preselected music selections.-- 
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